
 
 
 

A few notes on Helium Angel 
 

 
This collection of music started out, as it usually does, with an idea for a film score.  I was asked 
by some friends to look at their finished film with the thought of creating a new score.  After 
reviewing the film, I thought it could use a different sound aesthetic.  Something that was rooted 
in a very traditional classical music sound.  I thought it would be interesting to find old recordings 
of classical music that were free to use in the public domain, then remix and reproduce the 
tracks using the film as a guide, in an attempt to create a strange mixture of a strict classical 
feeling that was modified in a way the original composer would have never imagined.  The first 
two tracks on the record came from these sessions.   
 
Flown South uses Paganini’s Caprice no. 20 (composed between 1802-1817) for solo violin 
played by Johnathan Vered as the source material.  DisSleep uses Dall’Abaco Capriccio no. 2 
(composed between 1710-1805.)  Originally written for Cello, this recording was arranged for 
and performed on recorder by Ernesto Schmeid.   
 
Though these ideas ended up not being used for the film, I thought they were very interesting 
and paired well with the other tracks on the record.  
 
Late Wind, Cave / Fire / Hide, and Kanari Island were originally written to represent a fictional 
story about a group of people who fell from the sky and land on an island.  While searching for a 
way off, they end up going into a cave and when they come out none of them are able to 
speak.   
 
There is a dark and elegant dream state these tunes have always created for me.  Much like you 
are driving down a narrow tree lined road at night and every so often some kind of unknown 
element pulses in your peripheral vision. 
 
I highly recommend a quiet space with headphones and the availability to fall asleep by the 
end for full effect.   
 
A big thank you to Curtis Hansen for lending his wonderful viola talents on Kanari Island.  Chris 
Moore at EastHall Studios for the tape transfer mastering.  Yasmine Omair for use of her beautiful 
photo of dancers from the Memphis Ballet for the artwork.   
 
Enjoy. 


